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ings for the decade as a whole will show little change, although
the national income, assuming that the expectations of the second
Plan are fulfilled, will have risen by over 45 per cent. This conclusion
only reinforces the generally stagnant character of India's export
trade as discussed in the first section of this study.
Long-Term Perspectives
With the imperfections inherent in the tools of economists,
any attempt at looking into the future can only produce a rather
faint and foggy image. This is true in general, but, given the basic
direction and composition of India's exports, there are a number
of fairly firm elements in the export set-up of India making it
possible to hazard guesses without undue fear of being too much
in the wrong. Since the Planning Commission have generally
used the year 1975 for some of their projections, the same year will
also be used in this study to indicate the broad lines along which
the export sector may be expected to proceed (see Table 4).
Tea. Only a few countries predominate in the imports of tea.
For instance, the United Kingdom alone accounts for 88 per cent
of the total imports into all the western European countries. With
the present consumption of tea at more than six cups a day20
per person aged ten and over in the United Kingdom and Ireland,
it is barely likely that imports of tea will expand much. Other
countries may increase imports of tea, but tea is only a marginal
drink for them. Here again, severe competition, particularly from
the new plantations in Africa, may be expected. All in all, world
imports of tea may be higher by about a fifth, and it should be
possible for India to maintain the present volume of exports, and
may be improve it somewhat.
Jute and Jute Manufactures. The exports of jute yarn and manu-
factures have shown many ups and downs in the last forty years or
more, but at all the peak points the export volume has remained
roughly stable. This is in the main the result of a decline in the
grain trade, increased use of paper, plastic and other packing
materials in place of jute and growth of bulk transport and reduced
handling. In addition, the competition from Pakistan is growing,
and jute manufacturing has developed in a number of continental
18 Assuming that 1 lb. makes 200 cups of tea.

